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PREFACE
In preparing the Book of Nature Myths the desire

has been to make a second reader which would be adapted
to the child's interest, ability, and progress.

The subject-matter is of permanent value, culled
from the folk-lore of the primitive races; the vocabulary,
based upon that of the Hiawatha Primer, is increased
gradually, and the new words and phrases will add to the
child's power of expression. The naïve explanations of the
phenomena of nature given by the primitive races appeal to
the child's wonder about the same phenomena, and he is
pleased and interested. These myths will gratify the child's
desire for complete stories, and their intrinsic merit makes
them valuable for oral reproduction.

The stories have been adapted to youthful minds
from myths contained in the works of many students of
folk-lore whose scholarship is undisputed. Special
acknowledgment is due Miss Eva March Tappan for her
valuable assistance in the final revision of the text.
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FROM THEWIGWAM OF THE GREAT SPIRIT
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